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A safe route for everyone




The Russet Cider Trail

A shared use path between Bishops Lydeard, Cotford St Luke and Norton
Fitzwarren.

A safe cycling and walking route that connects with similar existing and
planned routes to Taunton and Wellington.




Why?

Current road busy and unsafe

Greater need as population and
traffic numbers increase

Suitable for short journeys to work
or school

Ideal for children and novice cyclists
to gain confidence in safe
environment

Links to public transport hub
Taunton Railway Station

Enhances access to West
Somerset Railway

Available for exercise and
recreation for everyone

Links to Taunton cycle
network and others



History

Quantock ECO Previous study by
Cyclepath Group STANTEC UK for Somerset
° Council 4
o &
Previous study by Revised
Sustrans initiative by

local team



N Our aims

ACCESS FOR ALL SOCIAL WELFARE

HEALTH AND RECREATION

CONNECT COMMUNITIES

SAFE, NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

REDUCE EMISSIONS

1. Provide facilities for recreation or other leisure time participation in the interest of social welfare for the general
public with the object of improving their conditions of life by supporting the provision of a shared use path between
Bishops Lydeard, Cotford St Luke and Norton Fitzwarren.

2. The Promotion of its use once built, with the aim of establishing a continuous safe walking and cycling route to
Taunton.



Our strategy

Build support

To grow a local community and
broader support base

01

The Plan

Turn-key plan

Detailed, achievable, and costed plan 'on
the shelf’ ready for funding opportunities.

Strawberry Line)

02

Support

04

Preparation

03 Pro-active funding
To actively seek funding

sources.

Volunteer preparation

With landowner support, use volunteer participation
for path preparation work (Method used by the

An iterative process

A 4



Status — Phase 1

Stakeholder engagement
Working with landowners, local authorities
and communities to build a realistic and

achievable outcome. Deliverable plan

A costed and achievable
implementation plan, agreed by all
stakeholders.

WE ARE HERE

Charitable status

Current key efforts are to structure the
organization and gain charitable approval as
a ClO.

Route planning
We are exploring several routes and
engaging with other relevant organisations.

Previous research

We have gathered all previous studies and
research



PROGRESS REPORT

Charitable Status achieved July 2025

Consultation and awareness
Project brief to Rachel Gilmour MP
Presentations to BL & NFW Parish Councils — support from both Councils
Communication with C-S-L Parish
SCC Councillors: Mike Rigby & Andy Sully
Representation at the Somerset Active Travel Working Group
Engagement with The Strawberry Line, The Grand Western Greenway project (Wellington/Taunton), The Steam Coast Trail
Engagement with Taunton Area Cycling Campaign & Cycle Somerset
Website/Facebook
SPARK- Charity application & fundraising

Association with Cycle Paths and Greenways Ltd (John Grimshaw CBE)
Landowner Engagement

Route Plan....



LANDOWNER ENGAGEMENT
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THE LANDOWNERS




John Grimshaw CBE

Co-Founder of Sustrans.

Creator of the National Cycle Network.

Involved in Cycle Path and Shared User Path construction since 1978.

Recent & continuing work: Strawberry Line & The Somerset Circle.

Request of SCC - reinvigorating the Steam Coast Trail — creating a path from Williton
to Minehead.

18" March 2026: Conducted a survey from
Bishops Lydeard — NFW.

From this survey has delivered a ‘Workbook’
detailing how the path is fo be constructed.



The Russet Cider Trail CIO
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The Russet Cider Trail aims to create a safe and attractive Greenway between Bishop's Lydeard
and Norton Fitzwarren. Once there the Trail would connect with existing walking and cycling
routes leading through to Taunton Station just over 5 miles away. At at the moment itis
frustratingly difficult to cycle from Bishops Lydeard to Taunton on account of the traffic on

the main road A358 making any journey so unpleasant and hazardous that few undertake it. By
contrast the Trail will be traffic free and set in pleasant countryside well away from the noise and
stress of the main roads. The path will be designed for the shared use of walkers and cyclists,
and it will be arranged to be suitable for wheelchair users and children's buggies. The path will
be constructed 3metres wide and finished with a compacted limestone surface.

The proposed route runs slightly along the field boundarys on the east side of the West
Somerset Railway and the realisation of the route depends on entirely upon the goodwill of the
various landowners along the way. The purpose of this workbook is to provide sketches and
suggestions on how the Trail could be arranged in order that practical details can be worked out
with each interested party along the way

At two short sections, Dean Court (a) and by Norton Camp (b) the path would need to run on the
edge of the West Somerset Railway land. Fortunately, over these sections any future doubling
up of the railway track would be to the west side, so the presence of the path would not
compromise those plans. Once passed the Camp the proposed route veers away from the
railway and follows a most attractive riverside footpath (c) through to Norton Fitzwarren
Although not part of the Cider Trail project it's worth saying that the trail could continue

via planned new developments (d) and then a replacement footbridge (e) where ramps are
required, at which point Trail could join the Grand Western Greenway to run along the line of the
former canal (f) to join the existing cycling route to the station (g).

Cotford Saint Luke could be joined to the Russet Cider Trail via Tithill Lane or even better at
some future stage by a new traffic free path.

= a5 S

The Russet Cider Trail

Bishop's Lydeard Station to Taunton Station

Westridge Way to Manor Gardens Section 4.4kms
The Russet Cider Trail yitfi Greenways and Cycleroutes i Tarch 2025

WORKBOOK - PLAN OVERVIEW




COMMUNICATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK
SURVEY OF THE COMMUNITY

EVENT PARTICIPATION



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

3" June: Briefing to Taunton Area Cycle Campaign Group
10th June: Briefing/Discussions with WSR General Manager

30% June: Landowner and Stakeholder lunchtime meeting

(Halse Village Hall)
11th July: Stall at the Bishops Lydeard Fete.

TBC: Launch event



Governance

Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Richard Brooksbank
Chair

Tony Hampson
Secretary

Annette Law
Treasurer

Andy Winterbottom
Trustee




Contact

Richard Brooksbank

chairman@russetcidertrail.org
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