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Somerset Council supports households with the
lowest incomes through its Council Tax Reduction
(CTR) Scheme, and next year's Scheme (from April
2026) will include a 3.8% increase in income band
thresholds to maintain discount values, based on the
September CPI figure used by Dept for Work and
Pension.

Councillor concerns were raised about individuals
transitioning from legacy benefits to Universal Credit
who have lost, or will lose, their automatic 100%
Council Tax discount. To address this, Somerset
Council will assess those adversely affected through
the Exceptional Hardship Fund, where appropriate.
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Somerset Council is investing £3.78 million from the
government to enhance electric vehicle (EV) charging.
Residents can suggest locations for at least 1,606 new
chargepoints (3.5kW and 7kW), focusing on serving those
without off-street parking.

Residents are invited to propose sites near homes, local
roads, or busy areas through the Council’'s webpage:
Electric vehicle charging.

Proposals will be assessed based on safety and
accessibility. Only Council-owned sites will be considered
for installation, with further evaluations conducted by
the preferred supplier.

Community engagement is essential, and local input will
shape the final locations, ensuring that we create a
sustainable and accessible charging network. Regular
updates will be provided throughout the process. Your
suggestions will help ensure chargepoints are effectively
placed for community benefit. Residents can submit
suggested on-street locations via the Council's website:
https:.//www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-
parking/electric-vehicle-charging/
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Council leaders, including CliIr Bill Revans (Somerset),
Cllr Nick Ireland (Dorset), Cllr lan Thorn (Wiltshire),
and Clir Millie Earl (BCP), urged immediate
government action to seize the opportunities their
combined region offers, warning that delays could
hinder regional progress.

All councils in Wessex are unitary authorities, well-
placed to deliver devolution and support the
governmentis growth priorities. The English
Devolution White Paper emphasises that enhanced
funding is tied to devolution deals; without one,
Wessex risks being left behind.

Analysis from the councils indicated that creating a
Strategic Authority for Wessex could close the funding
gap, unlock £16 billion in economic value over 30
years, and attract investment in key sectors like
defence and clean energy.












