Fwd: Re: RE: Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council - Unspent

CIL funds confirmation request
clerk@bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk | 10:06 AM | 3 minute(s) read

Good afternoon David,

Thank you for your email.

I can confirm that Somerset Council will not be requesting the return of unspent CIL funds from Parish Councils

following the expiry of the 5 year spending deadline where there are spending plans / projects in the pipeline.

Regards

Rebecca Staddon (she/her)

CIL/Community Engagement Officer

Somerset Council | County Hall | The Crescent | Taunton | TA1 4DY

Direct dial: 01823 219548 | Switchboard: 0300 123 2224 | Website: www.somerset.gov.uk

leimg

From: Parish Clerk <clerk@bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 12 December 2025 14:28

To: Rebecca Staddon <rebecca.staddon(@gsomerset.gov.uk>

Cc: CllIr Mike Rigby <mike.rigby@somerset.gov.uk>

Subject: Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council - Unspent CIL funds confirmation request

You don't often get email from clerk@bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk. Learn why this is important

Dear Ms Staddon,

Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council has received CIL funds and the Parish Council have asked that I
confirm whether Somerset Council intends to recover any funds not spent after 5 years have elapsed. It is our

understanding that this is not the case, however, the Parish Council have asked me to seek formal confirmation.

There are a number of reasons that the Parish Council will not be able to complete the planned projects within the 5

years. These include the following:



1. Traffic Calming project

The Parish Council have been working with Somerset Council on a project to calm the traffic speeds in the village.
However, that project is taking much longer than expected to deliver the changes required. A large portion of the

remaining CIL funds have been earmarked for this project.

2. Sandhill Park Woodland

The Parish Council is in the process of purchasing 17acres of woodland for use by the community. This purchase is
dependent on the conveyancing being done by Porter Dodson solicitors acting on our behalf. However, the process is

taking a long time and may not be completed in time.

3. Other projects that we plan to deliver are dependent on the Devolution of assets from Somerset Council (a play area

and woodland). The Devolution team have said that they are unable to prioritise our requests.

With these and other constraints it is now not possible for us to deliver the envisaged projects within the 5 year

timescale which ends in April 2026.

Regarding the traffic calming project:

A project meeting was held with Somerset Council on 29th January 2025 where this issue was raised. Andy Coupe
(Somerset Council Strategic Manager Infrastructure Programme Group) confirmed at that meeting that Somerset
Council would not request a refund of any CIL money. The Somerset Council project lead sent an email after the

meeting which confirmed this assertion. The following extract of that email states:

Funding deadlines

Andy Coupe discussed this with the planning team and confirmed that as CIL is collected as a levy and is not paid back
to the developer if not spent within 5 years. Recovery of funds is at Somerset Council's discretion and there is no
intention to do so, therefore the scheme should not be bound by the timeline previously indicated. However, it is
understood that there is an eagerness to progress the scheme and the removal of those time constraints should not delay

progress.

Councillor Mike Rigby (Somerset Councillor, Lydeard Ward - Lead Member, Economic Development, Planning &
Assets) has recommended that I contact you as the best person to provide confirmation on whether Somerset Council
will request a refund of unspent CIL funds in 2026. I hope you can do that and if not, perhaps you can let me know who
I should ask.

Kind Regards

David Richards

Clerk

Bishops Lydeard & Cothelstone Parish Council
37 Stawell Road,

Bishops Lydeard,

Taunton,



TA4 3FA
Phone: 07774 541060

Somerset Council Disclaimer: somerset.gov.uk/disclaimer



