Library Report for the January 14" 2026 Meeting of the Bishops Lydeard Parish
Council.

The report for the period Sept- Dec 2025.

Firstly, can | thank lain Hunter for all of the figures for the last quarter as | was unable to
attend the last meeting in December.

He does say, firstly, we are so lucky to have a library in the village and that is all down to
the Parish Council, helped by all of the volunteers and by Rebecca, the librarian.

Visitors....... Over the period we had a total of visitors to the library of 1179.
This was an increase of 2.8%over the same period last year.
Currently we are 7% down on the overall visitors for Q1-3.

Physical Issues........ over the period 2170 books or audio books etc were issued to
users.

This is slightly down 7% on the same period last year.
However, over the year so far we are up by 0.2%.

New members......... 20 people have enrolled as new members during this period which
is the same as the same period last year.

Active members...... currently we have an average of active members of 379 per month.

Events............ (Story time- Pre-School children) 10 events took place in Q3 which were
attended by 71 people/children

Volunteers.....remain the same at 21 but number of volunteer hours have increased
currently averaging 347 hours over the quarter.

The library is actively promoting the National Government’s “ Year of Reading” which
will be launched mid-January at 10, Downing Street, by actively involving children in
storytime and encouraging young readers to start reading through a wide range of
starter books and a large stock of follow-on reading material .

According to the government, reading enjoyment is declining, only 1 in 3 children and
young people enjoy reading and daily reading is below 21% with the sharpest drops
among boys, teens and low-income families. Yet reading for pleasure is strongly linked
to positive educational, social and economic outcomes.

The aim is to make reading joyful, relevant and visible across homes, schools,
workplaces and communities.



Plus they will be promoting National Stroke Awareness Day on January 29 by
promoting the availability of being able to take out a blood pressure monitor for home
monitoring.

Also, there is a long wait for use/loan of thermal imaging cameras.

Finally in the forthcoming year they will be actively trying to increase membership/ use
of the library through a new promotion of the Library’s “Borrow Box” scheme, which
allows users of the library to access National newspapers and 100’s of National
magazines



