BISHOPS LYDEARD & COTHELSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: David Richards, 37 Stawell Road, Bishops Lydeard, Taunton TA4 3FA

Email address: clerk@bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk

Website: bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) meeting held in the Village Hall,
Bishops Lydeard on Wednesday 10t September 2025.

Present: ClIrs Lewin-Harris (Chair), Allen, Roberts, Pattemore, Hunt, Bletcher, Warmington
and Salter (part time) supported by David Richards (Clerk)

Absent: Clirs Bainbridge, Orr, Rigby

5 members of the public were present plus Kyle Gordon (LCN Chair) and Jack Councill
(Lengthsman)

Agenda Item 1 — 225/25 Apologies: To receive apologies and to approve reasons for
absence.

Clirs Bainbridge sent an apology due to being away. ClIr Orr and Rigby sent apologies due
to work commitments. Clir Rigby hoped to make it to the meeting but was delayed. The
reasons were accepted.

Agenda Item 2 — 226/25 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Warmington declared Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI) in Agenda Item 9 as she is
a church warden for Cothelstone Church.

Clir Roberts declared a DPI in The Paper Shop — agenda item 17 invoice payments.

Clirs Allen and Pattemore declared a DPI in the Village Hall regarding agenda item 17
invoice payment for the Village Hall car park.

Clirs Pattemore and Lewin-Harris declared a DPI in agenda item 17 invoice payment for
the MUGA rental.

Agenda Item 3 — 227/25 To consider the approval of the draft minutes of the
meeting held on 13 August 2025

The minutes were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by Clir Allen. This
was seconded by ClIr Roberts and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 4 — 228/25 Comments from members of the public
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Kyle Gordon introduced himself as the newly elected Taunton LCN Chair. He is visiting all
the Parishes to say hello and introduce himself. He is saying that he very much cares about
Parishes and what is happening in the villages. Please feel free to contact him about
anything you would like to see the LCN do.

Janice Collino addressed the council as a resident of Sandhill Park and a director of the
Sandhill Parkland Management Company Limited (SPMC) which represents the interests
of the Sandhill Park residents. SPMC owns, manages and maintains South Drive which is
the access road to Sandhill Park in its full length from the public highway. SPMC monitors
closely any sale or acquisition of neighbouring properties. A significant part of Sandhill
Park wood abuts South Drive and for that reason SPMC would like further information on
the proposed sale and purchase of the wood to the Parish Council as set out in an email
sent to the Parish Council clerk today. In particular, SPMC would like information on the
following:

1. What community benefit does the Parish Council envisage for this wood in terms
of its intended use?

2. What is the intended access route to the wood by vehicles, pedestrians or
otherwise given that South Drive is a private road?

3. How does the Parish Council intend to maintain division between the wood and
the remainder of Sandhill Park area?

4. ls it the council’s intention to erect signage to deter trespass to the remainder of
the Sandhill Park area?

Physical division of the wood from the remaining Sandhill Park area is a particular concern
to the SPMC because there is no public right of way along South Drive and members of
the public that use it for their dog walking and other leisure pursuits are doing so as
trespassers.

She knows from the minutes of our 13™ August Parish Council meeting that the Parish
Council will be instructing Porter Dodson solicitors on the purchase of the woodland. The
extent of the questions in the email to the clerk cannot be answered by the Parish Council
and she requested that these are forwarded to our solicitors to answer on our behalf.
Finally, she noted from the minutes of the 13t™ August meeting that CllIr Bletcher reported
on an informal conversation with the former chair of SPMC regarding parking on South
Drive. She reiterated that South Drive is a private road, there is no public right of way and
unauthorised access and car parking amounts to a trespass.

The clerk said he had not had time to look at this as it only arrived today. Cllr Lewin-Harris
said we will look at this and respond to the questions when we can.

A member of the public stated that a parcel of Westside wood is not owned by the
management company but by his daughter at Greenway House so when you are talking
about the woodland you are only talking about part of the wood. Cllr Lewin-Harris said
that we are aware that some of the land adjacent to South Drive has been bought by
residents and this will be clarified by the solicitor.

A member of the public said he would like to raise 3 points this evening.
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1. The Fund our Nursery campaign has had a successful summer, and it is
continuing. We are still looking for support from the Parish Council. It is now
being led by our Liberal Democrat MP who has taken it upon herself to lead this
campaign and across the broader constituency where the deficit in education for
most pupils, particularly for children with educational needs has been
highlighted and we are looking for funding and that is going to continue. You are
aware that there is continued publicity for this issue, and it is adverse to the
Parish Council in terms of commentary and lack of support for your own young
children and families in this growing community.

2. Regarding the reintroduction of glysophate. It seems the council is going to a
company that provides a comprehensive service for weed killing in the village.
You have had correspondence about this matter. Have you considered the
science? Have you considered going back to any decisions you made to stop
using glysophate which was used in the village for a number of years and was
very controversial? There was a 30,000 plus petition signed by a significant
number of people in the community. There is an issue about proper consultation
before you do this by the back door which is what is likely to happen. Also,
proper procedure, you can’t bring back something and change the policy without
proper consideration by the full Parish Council. You can’t do it by voting through
a quotation.

3. lam please that you are taking note about concerns raised about councillors
Register of Interests, however, there are at least 2 that are still incomplete. |
hope you will give some further consideration on that matter to make sure this is
taken seriously and that they are all fully completed.

Cllr Lewin-Harris said that we will deal with the issue of glysophate under the relevant
agenda item (Agenda Item 7 — 231/25 Decision to spray the roadside, pavement and
MUGA weeds and approval of quotation).

A member of the public had two issues to raise:

1. Regarding the glysophate quotes. The member of the public doesn’t understand
the procedure, how you can get quotes when this hasn’t been agreed in an open
council meeting. Procedure hasn’t been followed, and that is something we can
take further.

2. It has gone very quiet about CiL money. We have nothing about the Roads and
Traffic, nothing about the skatepark and what is happening about the remaining
£500,000 CiL money? There was a rush to get everything in and suddenly it has
gone very quiet.

Clir Lewin-Harris said that we had an online meeting with Somerset Council regarding the
Roads and Traffic and hopefully their proposals will be back for the next meeting. On the
skatepark we are still waiting for and answer from Somerset Council about the devolution
of the site. Until we get that we can’t move forward with it.

Agenda Item 5 — 229/25 Review and approval of the Community Library Partner
Contract
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Cllr Pattemore said that the contract was long and complicated, and it was quite a
responsibility to look through it. This is why we asked the other members of the council
to check through and make sure we haven’t missed anything. lain Hunter was also present
as another library representative and able to answer any questions.

The clerk noted that 3 changes had been made to draft v2. These were as follows:

1. Schedule 3- staffing: updated the fixed and variable staffing charge to reflect the
pay award.

2. Schedule 4- clause 1.1 has replaced Thursday with Friday.

3. Schedule 4- clause 6 — training- amended the wording so that instead of all the
training needing to be completed prior to commencing duties , we now require
the introduction to libraries module ( which has been reduced from 3to 1
module) to be completed before commencing duties and the outstanding
modules to be completed in the first 6 weeks of volunteering.

Cllr Hunt proposed to approve the draft contract with these changes. This was
seconded by Cllr Roberts and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 6 — 230/25 Review and approval of the Lengthsman’s Schedule of works

It was noted that the Lengthsman had added some items to the Schedule of Works.
It was agreed that the document will be re-issued and reviewed again at a later
meeting.

Agenda Item 7 — 231/25 Decision to spray the roadside, pavement and MUGA
weeds and approval of quotation

The clerk explained that he had been contacted by members of the public who were
complaining about the weeds growing on the roadside verges. He also had an open
action to research weed killer policies and practices used in other organisations
(reference AP124 from Parish Council meeting on 8t January 2025: 014/25 - Weed
control proposals). His research shows that most councils do spray weeds and there
is a lot of research on this including the trials completed by the Lengthsman. He then
contacted Total Weed Control and the Lengthsman to get cost estimates for the
Parish Council to consider. Total Weed Control confirmed that they do have contracts
with many of the local councils including Cotford St Luke, Norton Fitzwarren,
Wellington, Taunton and many others. They also provide all the documentation
required including certificates, risk assessments and method statements.

Cllr Lewin-Harris said that this issue had been going on for some time and noted the

following from the meeting minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14" June
2023:
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‘It was agreed to ask the Lengthsman to stop spraying pending further information
being received from Cotford St Luke Parish Council and Somerset Council.’

She did not think that this statement was a policy to stop completely. The Parish
Council could decide to spray once to help control the weeds while alternatives
looked at again.

NOTE: Clir Salter joined the meeting at 7:45pm during this debate.

After some discussion including considering other options such as strimming, use of
steam, manual removal, etc. it was agreed that the clerk will produce a Weed Control
Policy for the Parish Council to consider before any quotations can be considered.
Agenda Item 8 — 232/25 Review and approval of the Grants Policy

Cllr Hunt requested that the category Village Hall Projects is removed as the other
two categories Community Project an Environment Projects would cover all requests.

This was agreed.

Cllr Warmington requested that where it says ‘the Parish’ this is changed to ‘the
Parishes’ as Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone are two parishes. This was agreed.

Clir Hunt proposed to approve the Grants Policy with these changes. This was
seconded by ClIr Roberts and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 9 — 233/25 Approval to award the Bishops Lydeard Church a burial
grant of £400.00 and Cothelstone Church a burial grant of £200.00

Cllr Warmington left the room at this point due to her declaration of interest in
Cothelstone Church.

Clir Hunt proposed to approve the two burial grants. This was seconded by Clir
Pattemore and received unanimous support.

Cllr Warmington returned to the room.
Agenda Item 10 — 234/25 Approval for School Crossing grant of £1,000.00

Clir Bletcher proposed that grant is approved. This was seconded by Clir Pattemore and
received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 11 - 235/25 Approval for £650 in support of the grant application to
Somerset Prepared
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Clir Roberts proposed that £650.00 is approved in support of the grant application to
Somerset Prepared which includes items needed to support the Emergency Plan. This was
seconded by ClIr Hunt and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 12 — 236/25 Review and approval of the Risk Assessment document

The 2025/26 Risk Assessment document and the MUGA Risk assessment document
produced by RoSPA were reviewed.

Cllr Lewin-Harris said that a MUGA committee meeting has been arranged for early
October where the MUGA risks will be considered.

Clir Roberts proposed that the Risk Assessments were approved. This was seconded by
Cllr Pattemore and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 13 — 237/25 Review and approval of the Asset Register

The Asset Register was presented by the clerk and reviewed by the council. The ‘current
value’ of the assets has now been updated in Asset Register within Scribe Accounts.

Clir Roberts proposed that asset register is approved. This was seconded by ClIr Bletcher
and received unanimous support.

Agenda Item 14— 238/25 Planning Applications — None this month
Agenda Item 15 — 239/25 Authorisation of Clerk’s pay and expenses for September 2025

Clir Allen proposed that the clerk’s pay for September 2025 (£1,570.80 plus £214.20
overtime, £262.08 2025/26 Pay Award plus £244.51 Employer NI) is approved. This was
seconded by ClIr Roberts and approved by all.

Clir Allen proposed that the expenses for September 2025 (£74.99) is approved. This was
seconded by ClIr Pattemore and approved by all.

Agenda Item 16 — 240/25 Review and Authorisation of the recommendations from the
Staffing Committee Meeting held on 3rd September 2025

Clir Allen summarised the outcome of the staffing meeting and proposed that the
recommendations were approved. This was seconded by Clir Bletcher and received
unanimous support.

Agenda Item 17 — 241/25 Finance

17a —July 2025 Bank Reconciliation and Cashbook report

The July 2025 bank reconciliation and Cashbook report were reviewed. Cllr Hunt proposed
that this was approved. This was seconded by ClIr Allen and received unanimous support.
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17b — Scribe Summary Report (actual Vs budget)

The Scribe Summary Report for 01/04/2025 to 31/07/2025 was reviewed.

The clerk noted that the Somerset Council Library Rates did not have a budget as it was
presumed that the Parish Council would not need to pay this. The invoice was disputed with
Somerset Council; however, the outcome was that the Parish Council could only have one
property exemption which had been granted to the Public Conveniences. The clerk proposed
to leave this as an overspend against the budget and look at transferring budget from
another item later.

Clir Roberts proposed that this was approved. This was seconded by Cllr Pattemore and
received unanimous support.

17¢ — Approval to close the HSBC bank account and move the funds to the Unity Trust Bank

The clerk explained that the previous approval was to close the HSBC account and move
the funds to the CCLA account. However, as the Unity Trust Bank account needs some
additional funds it makes more sense to move the fund to that account instead.

Clir Roberts proposed that HSBC Bank account is closed, and the funds moved to the
Unity Trust Account. This was seconded by ClIr Pattemore and received unanimous
support

17d — Approval to set up the Clerk/ RFO as administrator for the Unity Trust Bank account

Clir Hunt proposed that the Clerk/ RFO is set up as administrator for the Unity Trust Bank
account. This was seconded by Clir Roberts and received unanimous support

PAYMENTS:
Clir Roberts proposed that the invoices listed below were approved for payment. This was
seconded by Cllr Pattemore and approved by all.

List 1

From: Number: Date: For: £ Excl. VAT £Inc VAT
Bishops Lydeard Church School BISI 26 01/07/2025 School Crossing Grant £1,000.00 £1,000.00
Water 2 Business 6068820309 18/08/2025 Library Water Rates £122.70 £122.70
Fairy Dust Cleaning i 0825 31/08/2025 Cleaning the Library £146.25 £146.25
Fairy Dust Cleaning i 0825 31/08/2025 Cleaning the toilets £612.59 £612.59
Jacks Garden Mice 2279 03/09/2025 Lengthsman - July 2025 £1,511.35 £1,813.62

Clirs Roberts left the meeting at this point due to the declaration of interest.

Clir Hunt proposed that the Paper Shop invoice in List 2 (£8.12) was approved for payment.
This was seconded by Cllr Pattemore and approved by all

Cllr Roberts returned to the room.

Clirs Allen, Lewin-Harris and Pattemore left the room due to declarations of interest in
either the Village Hall, MUGA or both.
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ClIr Bletcher proposed that Village Hall/ MUGA invoice in List 2 (£175.00) was approved.
This was seconded by Cllr Salter and approved by all present.

Clirs Allen, Lewin-Harris and Pattemore returned to the meeting at this point.

The Direct Debits listed below were noted:

Direct Debits

From: Number: Date: For: £ Excl. VAT £Inc VAT
EDF " 000024530895 12/08/2025 Library Electricity £73.72 £77.41
Bristish Gas 825735450 01/09/2025 Public Conviniences Electricity £39.19 £41.14

The Bank Charges below were noted:

Bank Charges
From: Number: Date: For: £ Excl. VAT £ Inc VAT
Unity Trust Bank 31/08/2025 Bank charges £8.40 £8.40

The Receipts listed below were noted:

Library Cash - £65.05 banked
CCLA Interest - £2,419.20
Agenda Item 18 — 242/25 Whisky Trail update

Cllr Pattemore provided an update on the Whisky Trail and noted that although the trail is
currently passable this may change when the ground becomes soft, and ruts are formed
by heavy vehicles. It was noted that the original footpath is overgrown with some signposts
missing or not visible. Various solutions were considered to keep the trail open to
pedestrians. It was agreed that the original footpath needs to be restored.

Action: The clerk will meet the Lengthsman and ClIr Pattemore to survey the footpath and
the Lengthsman will then be able to provide a proposal and quotation.

Agenda Item 19 — 243/25 Correspondence List
The clerk provided updates on the correspondence listed in the paper provided.

Cllr Lewin-Harris provided responses to the email received on the 14™ August 2025
regarding the Parish Council meeting on 13™ August 2025 and the cancellation of the
meeting on 16%™ July 2025 as follows:

Regarding the cancelation of the meeting on 16% July 2025:

Clir Lewin-Harris stated that it appears that she made a mistake postponing the meeting
on 16%™ July 2025. She now understands that she did not have the powers to do that and
apologised. It shouldn’t have happened and won’t happen again. However, had the
meeting taken place we would have had the normal public question time and then she
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would have said to the council that in the absence of Clir Rigby who said he had alternative
proposals she would have recommended that the council did not vote on anything. It is
reasonable to expect that is what would have happened.

Regarding the declaration of interest for Clir Salter:

This issue has been referred to the Somerset Council Monitoring Officer and we are
unable to say anything more about this at this time.

Regarding the informal meeting:

Clir Lewin-Harris said that she had previously said what had happened but accepts that
this has been challenged. As far as she understands it from the clerk the advice from SALC
effectively says that working groups can be set up without formal terms of reference or
appointment of members. They are purely advisory, with no decision-making powers. She
has also seen the Taunton Town Council Neighbourhood working group terms of reference
that simply state that ‘meetings will not be held in public’ and nothing else. Hence, she
thinks it is legitimate for working groups to meet but the critical point is that they don’t
make decisions. They can meet and come up with proposals, but the decisions must be
made in public by the full Parish Council. This is also in line with advice she was given by
SALC a year ago by telephone.

Agenda Item 20 — 244/025 Somerset Council Matters

Clir Rigby was unavailable, however, the ‘Lydeard Newsletter September 2025’ was
reviewed and noted.

Agenda Item 21 — 245/025 Lengthman’s monthly report
Lengthman’s monthly report was reviewed and noted.
Agenda Item 22 — 246/025 Avon & Somerset Police Report
No report submitted this month.

Agenda Item 23 - 247/25 Clerks Report and action tracker
The report and action tracker were reviewed and noted.

Agenda Item 24 - 248/25 To note planning permissions granted- None

Agenda Item 25 - 249/25 To note planning applications withdrawn - None

Agenda Item 26 — 250/25 Any Other Business for report only
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Clir Bletcher said that he had been asked about the cycling signs and gave the same
response as the clerk (i.e. we are waiting for Somerset Council to respond).

Cllr Hunt said that the next On Your Bike session has been arranged for 20" September
2025.

The clerk read out a letter from a member of the public who lives in Portugal. She thanked
the clerk for sending her the book ‘The Illustrated Social History of Bishops Lydeard” which
had several references to her family.

The meeting closed at 20:40
Date of next meeting:

Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 7pm Bishops
Lydeard Village Hall.
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