
 

 

BISHOPS LYDEARD & COTHELSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk to the Council: David Richards, PO Box 1008, Taunton. TAI 9RB 

Email: clerk@bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk Web: bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) meeting held in the Village Hall, 

Bishops Lydeard on Wednesday 9th October 2024. 

Present: Cllrs Lewin-Harris — Chair, Allen, Roberts, Rigby (part time), Orr, Warmington, and 

Bainbridge supported by David Richards (Clerk) 

Absent: None 

9 members of the public were present. 

Please note that some of the agenda items were taken out of order as the members who 

needed to report on these were not available for the duration of the meeting. 

Agenda Item 1 - 241/24 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Pattemore, Cllr Bletcher, Cllr Hunt  

 

Agenda Item 2 - 242/24 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest in relation to items on the agenda. 

Agenda Item 3 - 243/24 Adoption of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

11th September 2024 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Roberts as an accurate record of the meeting. This was 

seconded by Cllr Orr and received unanimous support.  

Agenda Item 4 - 244/24 Matters arising 

Cllr Bainbridge observed that the previous minutes did not clarify who was taking on the 

role of Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) and only the clerk vacancy was mentioned. Cllr 

Lewin-Harris clarified that new Clerk was appointed as Clerk and RFO and would therefore 

fulfil both roles going forward. This was not made clear in the previous minutes which 

had just been agreed. 

 

Agenda Item 10 - 245/24 High Street/Church Street parking 

Cllr Roberts outlined the issue of lack of parking in the High Street and Church Street area that had 

been raised by residents to her. The dentist practice now has 14 staff and many of these staff members 

park on the road. The residents of the Almshouses believe that the entrance to The Bartons was 

reserved for their use. Cllr Rigby stated that he was not aware that the Almshouses had any reserved 

parking spaces in that area. The implementation of Residents Parking in the area was discussed but 

without unanimous support as there could be a detrimental impact to local businesses. The situation 

will be monitored and brought back to a future council meeting as necessary. 

The letter from Mr Barker which raised the concern that there are currently no restrictions to vehicles 

stopping on the bridge over the railway by the station was discussed. There had been a recent accident 

which highlighted the concern although the accident may or may not have been due to vehicles 



 

 

stopped on or near the bridge. Cllr Rigby proposed that the Parish Council request double red or 

yellow lines are painted on the roadsides over the bridge. This was seconded by Cllr Allen and received 

support with one abstention. 

 

Action: Clerk to request red or yellow line to Somerset Council Highways 

 

Agenda Item 16 - 246/24 Somerset Council Matters 

Cllr Rigby gave an overview of Somerset Council finance issues and challenges. In particular, the 

lengthy delays to planning applications and the financial emergency that had been declared 

previously.  

He mentioned complaints of bus overcrowding on busses going from Lethbridge Park onwards to 

Taunton that can be full and not accepting any more passengers.  

Sandhill a grade 2* listed building has had emergency works to make it watertight although Cllr Rigby 

was not aware of the long-term plans for the building and will try to find out.  

Cllr Rigby said that the highway improvements for the village were awaiting feedback from Somerset 

Council on their views of the proposals. He is awaiting this feedback. 

Ash Priors common was discussed. Cllr Allen asked about the scope of the vegetation works being 

done at this time. This needs to be clarified. 

 

Action: Cllr Rigby to investigate and clarify scope of vegetation works at Ash Priors common for the 

next meeting 

 

Agenda Item 5 - 247/24 Clerk's report and action tracker  

The reports were noted.  

 

Agenda Item 6 - 248/24 Comments from members of the public 

One member of the public raised the issue that the Freedom of Information (FOI) request that had 

been submitted in August had still not been satisfactorily answered. The information provided was 

not complete and contained duplicate figures and figures with and without VAT. That was confusing 

and made it difficult to compare figures like for like. It was concluded that errors had been made. It 

was noted that the annual AGAR audit had failed for the second year running in two important 

sections - ‘Effective Financial Management’ and Internal Quality Controls’. Have no lessons been 

learned from all the complaints raised last year? It seems that the Parish Council refuses to 

acknowledge or listened to advice from people in the community Many who have specialist 

knowledge of things that are discussed. The chair Cllr Lewin-Harris stated that she was aware of this 

and had done some work on the FOI and was preparing a response which will be completed very 

soon. She has seen one duplicate payment on the spreadsheet, although the member of the public 

said there were actually two duplicates. She said she will try to sort out the VAT entries. Cllr Lewin-

Harris said that we ticked NO in one box of the AGAR audit, but we should have ticked two boxes as 

NO. She also said that it went back to before the previous clerk was here and related to bank 

reconciliations not being signed off correctly which we acknowledged. However, these cannot be done 

retrospectively. 

 

Action: Cllr Lewin-Harris to provide further information in response to the FOI request. 

 

Another member of the public was concerned about the standard of behaviour and lack of respect 

and sometimes aggressive behaviour shown by some member of the Parish Council. The member of 

the public strongly recommended that the Parish Council should sign up to the Civility and Respect 

Pledge, details of which are on the SALC website. Cllr Lewin-Harris said that her personal view was 



 

 

the Code of Conduct policy covers this effectively but agreed that this should be on the agenda for 

next month and see if it is thought that this training could be beneficial. 

 

Action: Clerk to add to next month’s agenda 

 

Another member of the public wanted to know where the Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) will be 

located. Cllr Rigby stated that he didn’t know. Cllr Lewin-Harris said that it was planned to have one 

by the football club off Cothelstone Road and one on Taunton Road. Cllr Rigby stated that he has not 

been involved in the placement of the new SIDs and someone from the Parish Council will need to 

contact Somerset Council (Bev’s team) and they will approve or otherwise. This raised some concern 

as it was stated that over £3,000 had been spent in the past for poles to mount these so if these poles 

are in place they should be able to be used. The situation needs to be clarified. 

 

Action: Clerk to contact Somerset Council and establish what has been approved. 

 

Agenda Item 7 - 249/24 Planning Applications 

 

Case Ref: 06/24/0011, Proposal: Erection of agricultural building at Eastcombe Farm, East 

Combe Lane, Bishops Lydeard.  

The Council response was - No comment. 

 

Case Ref: 06/24/0029/T, Notification to fell one cherry tree and to carry out management 

works to one Judus Tree, one maple and one yew within Bishops Lydeard Conservation Area 

at Rivendell, Pound Lane, Bishops Lydeard. 

The Council decided to refer the matter to the tree officer. 

 

Case Ref: 06/24/0028/T, Notification to carry out management works to one plum tree within 

Bishops Lydeard Conservation Area at 14 High Street, Bishops Lydeard 

The Council decided to refer the matter to the tree officer. 

 

Case Ref: 06/24/0030, Installation of 3 No. CCTV camera/light poles to car park at The Village 

Hall, Mount Street, Bishops Lydeard (retention of works already undertaken) 

Council response was to request an extension as this planning case as this was a very late 

addition to the agenda and all councillors had not been notified of the addition and it should 

not have been added. 

 

Action: The clerk to request and extension of  planning application 06/24/0030. 

 

Agenda Item 23 - 250/24 Consider and approve the indemnity for VAT payments for Jack’s Garden 

Maintenance 

The VAT invoice indemnity document was discussed. The clerk suggested that the VAT is claimed back 

and if HMRC refund the VAT as expected than the VAT invoice can be paid. In this was the indemnity 

document is not required. Jack Councill was content with that proposal.  

 

Action: Clerk to raise the VAT claim and then pay Jack Councill when the funds are received. 

 

Agenda Item 14 - 251/24 Lengthman’s Report 



 

 

Jack Councill talked about the grit bin at Stairfoot. He asked whether there was an update on that. If 

it is staying and if so whether there was a price for a new one. Cllr Lewin-Harris said she didn’t know, 

and we will need to look it up. 

Jack Councill asked if the lights on the main A358 roundabout have been adopted by the council. Cllr 

Rigby confirmed that they were, and any lighting issue needs to be raised with Somerset Council in 

the normal way. 

Jack Councill suggested that wood chipping could be applied to the Station Green to tidy it up. Cllr 

Lewin-Harris requested a quote for consideration by the council. 

The phone boxes were discussed. Jack Councill said he will provide prices which will be needed and 

approved before any work is done (Mount Street box needs painting, Derby Way box needs stripping 

and repainting plus replacing plastic with glass). 

Weed control was discussed. Jack Councill provided information about the three options considered. 

Cllr Bainbridge asked how much weedkilling had gone on this year and Jack Councill stated than there 

had been none. Cllr Bainbridge mentioned that Somerset Council has produced the Highways 

Volunteers Handbook, and we could go to a community based approach. Cllr Bainbridge said that we 

should look at not using chemicals for weedkilling and making that a pledge. 

 

Action: Clerk to added this to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

Cllr Roberts said that somebody living on Mount Street asked if leaves could be removed from the 

pavement along there. 

It was reported that two lights are not working in the male public conveniences. Cllr Lewin-Harris said 

that we will need to get someone in to look at that. 

Jack Councill stated that he had reported potholes as discussed to be repaired to Somerset Council.  

The car parking by the public conveniences needs repair and the responsibility for this was discussed.  

This needs to be further investigated.  

It was reported that a lid is missing on the water main stop cap at the crossroads on Cothelstone Road. 

Jack Councill confirmed he had reported that. He also confirmed he has reported the sign at 

Eastcombe. 

The wall on Glanfield Close needs repair. Cllr Orr said he would contact the property owner.  

A resident had reported that some of the underpass lighting was not working.  

 

Action: The clerk will confirm the underpass lighting situation and reported to Somerset Council as 

needed. 

 

NOTE: Cllr Rigby and Jack Councill left the meeting at this point. 

 

Agenda Item 8 - 252/24 Conclusion of Audit for 2023-24 

The reports were noted. Cllr Bainbridge mention that it was unfortunate that an incorrect box had 

been ticked as discussed earlier. After some discussion it was noted that in future the councillors 

should agree the boxes to tick before submitting the audit report. 

 

Agenda Item 9 - 253/24 Appointment of a new cleaner for the library and toilets 

The council has been consulting with a new cleaner Kylie (Fairy Dust Cleaning and Care Services) with 

a view to replace AIS due to poor service. The new company will need adequate insurance and the 

clerk will check this. The scope will be the public conveniences and Library. There was a general 

discussion about the garage being responsible to lock and unlock the public conveniences with the 

consequence that the toiles are locked during weekends and bank holidays. 



 

 

Cllr Lewin-Harris asked if the council members were happy to go ahead with Kylie (Fairy Dust Cleaning 

and Care Services) on the basis that they do the cleaning 5 days per week as discussed and not the 

extra work (of locking and unlocking the toilets). Cllr Bainbridge suggested we start with the initial 

plan and then see how that goes and later consider changing the scope to include unlocking and 

locking the toilets. Cllr Roberts proposed the change in cleaning contractor, and it was seconded by 

Cllr Bainbridge and received unanimous support. 

 

Agenda Item 11 - 254/24 Approval of EDF Energy Framework 

The EDF Framework was discussed. There was some confusion as to its purpose and intent, however, 

it states it is for electricity supply to Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council from 1st April 

2024. It was presumed that it covers the toilets and the Library, however, the EDF framework 

document stated that the registered office is the village hall.  

 

Action: Clerk to investigate the applicability of the framework agreement. 

 

Agenda Item 12 - 255/24 Library Quarterly Review Meeting 

This was deferred until the next meeting as Cllr Pattemore was absent. 

 

Agenda Item 13 - 256/24 Avon & Somerset Police Report 

The report for August was noted. 

 

Agenda Item 15 - 257/24 Purchase of new phone and printer/scanner for the Clerk 

The clerk stated that he is using a spare iPhone for work with the same SIM card and number used by 

the previous clerk. This will be topped up as necessary and a new phone contract will not be required. 

The clerk also has a printer/scanner in his home office so no need to purchase anything currently. 

 

Agenda Item 17 - 258/24 Consider and if appropriate approve an agreement for the provision of 

services for Neal Gossage 

The contract agreement was discussed but was not supported. No action required at this time. 

 

Agenda Item 18 - 259/24 CIL update 

It was noted that the CIL submission from the football club had been changed. This generated a lot of 

discussion. The CIL Committee will need to assess the new submission and whether it should go 

forward or not. 

 

Action: Cllr Lewin-Harris to convene the next CIL Committee meeting. 

 

Agenda Item 19 - 260/24 Clerk’s Pay 

Cllr Bainbridge proposed that the Clerk's pay be approved. That was seconded by Cllr Allen and 

received unanimous support. 

 

Agenda Item 20 - 261/24 Consideration of quotes for the Streamside path resurfacing 

There are now two quotations for resurfacing the streamside path. However, they are not comparable 

as their scope is not the same. It was understood that the first quotation from Bell Civil Engineering 

followed an onsite meeting to ensure that the contractor had a clear understanding of the work 

required, however, the second quotation from Grabham (Plant Hire) Ltd did not meet the expected 

scope. A third quotation has not yet been obtained. 

  



 

 

Action: Cllr Bletcher to produce a requirement/ specification for contractors to quote against. 

 

Agenda Item 21 - 262/24 Correspondence from members of the public 

 

Two papers were provided ahead of the meeting. However, it was noted that one of the papers had 

used the name of a member of the public without their permission. This was later redacted but that 

process had not been completed correctly. The clerk apologised for these errors.  

It was also noted that an email/letter from a councillor had been shared without permission. The 

chair apologised for this and stated that she only had good intentions and can see that this was an 

error on her behalf. She apologised for this. 

After a lot of debate, it was agreed that a process and policy should be prepared around 

correspondence that is received from the public. 

 

Action: Clerk to prepare a draft correspondence policy for review. 

 

Agenda Item 22 - 263/24 Proposed changes to bank mandates 

a) Add another signatory and add the Clerk for read only access to the Unity Bank Account. 

It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Roberts that Cllr Orr be added as a signatory to 

the Unity Bank Account.  This received unanimous support. 

 

b) Add Cllr Lewin Harris and Cllr Orr as signatories on the HSBC account and provide read only 

access to the Clerk (once internet banking has been set up). 

This was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Roberts and it received unanimous support. 

 

It was agreed that ex councillors need to be removed from all bank accounts. 

 

Agenda Item 24 - 264/24 Update on Phone Boxes 

Cllr Lewin-Harris stated that we haven’t got anything on this yet. 

NOTE: Phone boxes were mention in Agenda item 14. 

 

Agenda Item 25 - 265/24 Finance 

A list of payments was presented to the meeting (see table below). Cllr Lewin-Harris stated that she 

had authorised the printing and delivery of postcards relating to the councillor election due on 11th 

October 2024 as we had missed the deadline for polling cards. The postcards are on the list below, 

but the delivery invoice arrived after the agenda was published. 

 

From: Number: Date: For: £

Jacks Garden Mtce 1845 03/04/2024 Back VAT 2,047.22

Jacks Garden Mtce 2018 23/09/2024 Lengthman August 2024 1,350.65

St Marys Church None 08/09/2024 Hire of Church Centre 72.00

PKF Littlejohn None 10/09/2024 Review of AGAR 420.00

Somerset Council 30082528 26/09/2024 PAT Testing by Norwood 71.50

Luffman Plant Ltd INV-4878 13/09/2024 Scalpings 228.80

The Paper Shop None 14/09/2024 Publications supplied 8.12

BL Players None 16/09/2024 LED Lighting 5,000.00

AIS 86396 18/09/2024 Cleaning 680.88

Quality Printing Services 26867 23/09/2024 Postcards 72.00

Coomber Security Systems Ltd 238400 02/10/2024 Library Intruder Monitoring 184.00



 

 

Cllr Roberts proposed that these invoices are authorised and paid (with the exception of the back VAT 

invoice to Jacks Garden Maintenance that needs paying after the VAT has been reclaimed). This was 

seconded by Cllr Orr and received unanimous support. 

 

Agenda Item 26 - 266/24 Planning permissions granted 

There were none to note 

 

Agenda Item 27 - 267/24 Planning permissions withdrawn 

There were none to note 

 

Agenda Item 28 - 268/24 Any Other Business 

Cllr Orr asked about the paper from British Gas with their new tariff options. The clerk explained that 

he had expected this to be covered in one of the agenda items but as this was not the case it will be 

added as an agenda item next month.  

Cllr Bainbridge requested that the Dignity and Respect issue should be on the agenda of the next 

meeting. It was agreed that we will do that. 

Cllr Bainbridge also requested that we look at spraying and non-spraying policy of weeds. It was 

agreed that we will add that to the next agenda too. 

Cllr Lewin-Harris stated that a letter had been received from Fisher and Dean, the developers of The 

Paddocks, Taunton Road which is for social housing. As part of their planning application, the 

developer is required replace a tree that had been cut down. They are asking for suggestions as to 

where it will be. This will be on the agenda for next month. 

Cllr Lewin-Harris said that there had been another meeting about the long-discussed cycleway 

between Bishops Lydeard and Taunton organised by Cllr Partington which Cllr Lewin-Harris attend on 

Saturday. They formed a small group to take this forward and they will report to us at some stage. 

 

Action: Clerk to add the above to next month’s agenda. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 20:45. 

 

The next meeting will be held on 13th November 2024.      

 

 
 


