
Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control,  including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31  March 2024, that:
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1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
I-I_/

' prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of with the Ac.counts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control / made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and comuption and reviewed its effediveness. its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves

i/

(

has only done what i{ has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied with Proper Practices ln doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and  Proper
Practices that could  have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for / i during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of e|ectors' rights in accordance with the inspect and ask questions about this authorify's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment Of the risks facing this

i/

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and r_____  _  __  _I___/ arranged for a competent person, independent c)f the filnancial
effective system Of internal  audit of the accounting controls and procedLlres, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. intemal cohirols meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We tool( appropriate action on all matters raised / responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from intemal and extemal audit. extemal audit.

8. \^le considered whether any litigation, liabilities or

I__7_ I

disclosed everything it should have atiout its business activity
commitments,  events or transactions, occuiTing either during the year including events taking place after the year
during  or after the year€nd, have a financial impact on end if relevant.
this authority and, where appropriate,  have included them
in the accounting s(atements.

9.  (For local councils only) Trust funds includingcharitablelnourcapacityasthesolemanaging
yes No N,A has met all of its responsibilities where, as a bodycorporate,itisasolemanagirlgtrusteeOfalot;al

trustee w: discharged our accountability

I

/
trust or trusts.

responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets,  including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each `No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

12/06/2024

and recorded as minute reference:

!8J/?t

bishopslydeardparishcouncil.gov.uk

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

'       ,/      ,
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone Parish Council

Yea`rend1MarchIl,Te   _31MarchIBrs[RETiTi  .    .rsi.Ier:EREEEE-ERT[tt3TnE5RT.     -.   -              \.    .    ----    II

`\:I,I •r-;:,,.  ,:-         .-i.,:fir,    ,       --;---
•-:,,.,fit:?,:,,,:`\,;,-:;`,,..:,,,-|,..,:`(,

boxes blai.k and  I-eporf £0 cir Nil balances. All figul-es,mL±dF\TiasrHamraHEiiEFat=FHE:iBzrmEEETlotalbalancesandreservesatthebeginningOftheyear

1.  Balances broughtforward
803,799 758,955 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to

Box 7 Of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
61,678 67,595

Tlotal amount Of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
Levies received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts
31,253 44,526

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashboc)k less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2).  Include any
grants received.

4.  (-) Staff costs

10,819 13,812

Tlotal expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5.  (-) Loan  interest/capital
0 0

Total expenditLlre or payments Of capital and interest
repayments made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6.   (-) All other payments
126,956 155,755

Tlotal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
boc]k less staff costs (line 4) and loan irltereswcapilal
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
758,955 701,509

Tlotal balances and reserves at the end Of the year. Must
forward ec|ual (1+2+3) -(4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
758,955 701,509

The si)in of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments holdings and short term investments held as at 31  March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
59,135 96,407

The value of all the property the authority owns ~ it is made
long term investments up of all its firxed assets and long terTn investments as at
and assets 31  March.

10. Total borrowings
0 0

The outstandirig capital balanc;e as at 31  March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

I certtry that for the year ended 31  March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities -a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to t

Date               ,Ll,

for approval

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approvedtryth,sautho,Hofn{tht\sSe

asrecordedlnm'nuitr:j{ir=ofce

ss\`gantee#nfi{ELetheAcoountmg
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