I would like the Parish Council to consider funding a skatepark in the village after being
asked by several parents and many children if it would be possible.

| did a bit of googling for some basic info, there are a lot of Parish Councils involved in
assisting with the cost of installing these facilities and a lot of information available.

What are the benefits of skateboarding?

Recent figures published by SkateboardGB show a huge growth in the popularity of
skateboarding since the start of the pandemic, with a rise of over 70,000 people in
the UK participating in the sport, with the largest growth being with females getting
on a board for the first time.

Skateboarding is great exercise, as you use most parts of your body to skate. You
can burn up to 600 calories in an hour. As well as providing great cardio exercise,
skateboarding is great for balance, toning muscle (and building muscle strength)
and aids in coordination.

Skateboarding is good for your Mental health and well-being. Figures have shown a
growth in anxiety owing to the pandemic, with over two-thirds of people feeling
worried about the effect COVID-19 will have on their life, with over half feeling
stressed and bored.

SkateboardGB's state that research has shown a striking correlation between people
who skate and their improved mental health. Skateboarding is well known for its
physical health benefits but in a year when mental health issues are at an all-time
high, the additional benefits skateboarding can provide are reduced stress and
boredom, increased confidence, provide escapism and help people use
skateboarding as a coping mechanism for their emotions.

Skateboarding helps people feel a sense of achievement, when performing new
tricks, learning, progressing, and getting better. When at a skatepark, surrounded by
others with a similar outlook, skaters feel like they can be themselves.

Generic Pro’s of a Skatepark - There are Many!

1. Health & wellbeing - A physical activity for children and young people, particularly
attractive for those not involved in traditional sports

2. A safe and challenging place for wheeled sports participants to develop their skills
3. Helps to reduce anti social behaviour overall by providing a location for a
constructive, positive activity

4. Areally positive environment for young people where they forge friendships,
camaraderie and push themselves against each other in their sports

5. A destination for family outings

6. All age groups and genders can enjoy Skateparks

7. Accessibility - free to use for all

8. Skateparks support vibrant healthy communities, just like other sports facilities

9. Facility for lots of different types of user (skateboards, bikes, scooters, roller boots)

General Cons of a Skatepark - Can Be Mitigated!

1. Perception of a hub for antisocial behaviour: a. Litter - mitigated with sufficient bins &
regular emptying b. Graffiti & vandalism - mitigated by situating the park in a central
village location. c. Drug use/drinking - proposal is for no lights to prevent the park being
used in the evening. The park also provides a positive option for the youth.



2. Noise - The park will generate noise but is well below ordinary recreational standards
and is completely appropriate for residential areas, however distance to nearest
properties will need to be a consideration in the choice of location. Noise can also be
mitigated by an appropriate use of surface materials.

3. Parking - Might attract participants from outside walking distance.

4. Injury - the wheeled sports can lead to injury: a. Of users - mitigated by using an
experienced designer who will ensure the parks lines do not clash, reducing the height
and speed of features

What about anti-social behaviour?

After Dorchester built their new Skatepark they saw a drop in anti-social behaviour by
45% — Inspector Les Fry, Dorchester Section Commander, said: “This reduction is a
tremendous result for the town and shows the real value of having such a good
facility for young people.”

Information from other parish councils

Freshwater Parish Council in Stroud has a proposal to build something that has a long life, is
sympathetic in design to its surroundings, an asset to the community and something for all
riders and ages to enjoy. The design of the park must be challenging for the most proficient
riders but also have an area for beginners and small children.

The design of the park will accommodate all riders (Skateboard, Scooter and Bikes etc), have
a long life and be attractive and welcoming to all. With careful landscaping and planting we
will create a park where families can have a picnic, where people want to come and spend
time to watch, will participate or both. Investment in the younger generation is an investment
for the future of our community.

Freshwater Parish Council are to invest £120K into the project and are now looking at all
avenues of Community Fundraising to try and match the funding from the Parish. We are
looking at Grants, Fund Raising, Sponsorship and Advertising.

Read more about the benefits of a new skatepark in Twyford

« Strategically situated amongst football pitches, tennis courts, a play park and
the Youth Club, the skatepark serves as a bustling social hub for our young
people.

« Offering a healthy and affordable recreational outlet, the skatepark promotes
physical activity and bolsters mental wellbeing for individuals of all ages.

e The new facility will be a wheeled park, catering to the needs of
skateboarders, BMX riders, scooter enthusiasts and wheelchair users alike.

e The project creates multi-generational engagement opportunities.

e The new facility is likely to be quieter and more attractive to look at for
residents. It will also be a space for people to sit and enjoy watching the
activity.



e Increased footfall could create opportunities to positively impact the local
economy.

« By providing a safe and engaging facility we aim to mitigate antisocial
behaviour and cultivate a sense of community belonging. The area is covered
by CCTV.

e Through events, workshops and initiatives centered around the project we
strive to reduce social isolation and loneliness in the community.

e We hope to increase community cohesion by running events, workshops and
projects around the skatepark.

e The project provides opportunities for local businesses to get involved.

« The facility will provide a much needed facilities in our semi-rural village and
surrounding area.

e We will develop a better BMX culture with opportunities for young and old to
learn new skills and try out cycling.

« The new wheeled park will have facilities for learners and obstacles to extend
more experienced skaters.

« The initiative will put Twyford on the 'skate space' map and encourage sport
tourism from local areas towns and villages.

« Lets make our young people invested in, excited and happy!

Useful Links

www.skatepark.org The Skatepark Project USA.

Providing free resources for communities wanting to build a skatepark. Guide to best
practice:

https://skatepark.org/uploads/Skatepark-Best-Practices2022-4.pdf
https://skateboardgb.org/ Skateboard GB - The National Governing Body
https://skateboardgb.org/skateboard-facilities-guide

www.skateparks.co.uk The Skateparks Project UK skatepark directory and free
independent advice and support for councils and communities seeking to build a public
skatepark.



https://skateboardgb.org/skateboard-facilities-guide

